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a pandal (booth) of leaves and cloths, with a raised
platform inside and festoons of Sowers hung in front,
is made ready in an open space in the village. On the
appointed Tuesday a sheep or goat is first sacrificed at
the carpenter's house, and the carcass given to the
iali&ris (village servants, generally Boyas by caste).
The image is then put on the cart about sunset, and
taken by the villagers in procession to the booth. In
some villages the washerman lays clean cloths on the
ground, so that the men who carry the image from the
cart to the booth may not tread on the earth. Then the
people proceed to the house of the flower-seller, who is
by caste a Gira and generally a Ufrgayaf* by religion,
and bring thence a kind of cradle, made of pith and
flowers, together with a pot of toddy, a looking-glass,
some limes, and other articles used in worship. The
cradle and looking-glass are hung up in front of the
booth, and the other things are placed in front of the
image. A looking-glass, I was told, is considered very
auspicious, and is used by all castes in various religious
ceremonies. Next, the lighted lamp is brought in
procession from the Reddy's house and placed before
the image by some man belonging to the Reddy's family.
Four measures of boiled rice are then poured in a heap
before the image, while flowers, betel leaves, nuts,
plantains, and cocoanuts are offered, and camphor and
incense burnt
When the preliminaries have been duly performed,
the buffalo, which, from the close of the last festival,
has been dedicated to the goddess and reserved for
sacrifice, is brought from the Outcaste quarters to the
pandal in solemn procession, the Asadis, some ten or
twelve in number, dancing before it and singing songs
in honour of the goddess* It has been kept the whole
day without food or water and is garlanded with flowers
and smeared with turmeric and red kunkuma. This
* A South Indian Sivaite sect, named Lingayats, because
each wears a small Lingo, (Siva's phallic emblem) hung round
his neck in a reliquary.